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PREFACE.

This is a hitherto unpublished work the manus-
cript of which was found in the library of the Sringeri
Mutt at Sringeri. The printing of this book was
commenced ses eral years ago but when the first three
sargas were completed it was found that there were
several points of difference between the version of the
life of Sri Sankaracharya found in this book and that
already known to the public from the “Sanhara
Vajayas” now evtant.  Attempts were then made
to find out from the records of the Mutt the authen-
ticity of the different versions but after a long delay
it was decided to publish the book as it s and leave
the investigation into the authenticity of the different
versions 1o research scholars.  We shall rest satisfied
with merely noting the chief points of difference
found in this book. Itis stated herein that Visva-
rupa and Mandana Misra were two different perso-
nages and that the former alone was wonin dis-
cussion by the great S Sankaracharya who there-
upon made him his disciple and named him as
Suressararya (Slohas 37-59 of Canto II). Further



we find that he established five Mutis at Benares
(11 23) and  while lywg to ascend the Sarvamr
Peetha at Kashmir through its southern gate, the
great teacher was muted by the unseen vorce of  the
Goddess of learmng Sarasvau) for a discussion on
the Sastras and when all the Sastras were exhaus
ted the Goddess questioned the teacher on the
hama Sastrr It s then that Sp Sanlara asked
for and obtamned some respite and ganed expenence
in that Sastra also through the mstrumentahty of
the body of lung Amarvha  When the Goddess
became pleased with hum on account of fus all round
proficiency she asked lim 1o choose a boon and he
wanted her to accompany him to the banks of the
Tungabhadra for being permanently located there in
the Mutt  After staying at Sangen for some time he
handed over s Puja to Visvarupa ahas Surestara and
enjomed him 1o stay tl ere for long  worshipping the
Goddess Sarada  He then proceeded with his other
diseiples to Kanchi and founded there both the Siva
Kanchi and the Vishnu Kanchi and consecrated
the gooddess Kamakshi and afterwards proceeded
to the Badan forest He consecrated there the
tmage of Narayana found immersed in the waters
of the Alaka Nanda and enjomed his diseiple
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Padmapada to look after the construction of
that temple (Canto I11. Slokas 26—40). He then
praceeded to Kasi and when Padmapada completed
the construction of the Badari temple and mvited
him to look at it he went back to Badari and thence
to Kashmir where, pleased with the Bhakti of the
Ling of that place, he founded the town of Srinagar
modelled after the Sei Chakra. He then enjoined
Padmapada to proceed East to Jagannatha and
preside aver the Mutt there (111, 60). Hastamalaka
was ordered to preside oser the western Mult at
Dwaraka(111. 61) and Totala was asked to lock after
the Northern Mutt (Jyotic Mutt) near Badani. (111,
62) After thus dispersing his four chiel disciples he
proceeded to Nepal to see Siddhessari and performed
some miracles there. Seeing that the object of hus
mission was fulfilled he abandoned his danda and
Kamandalu which became transformed into a treeand
fver respectively and proceeded to the abode of
Dattatreya to whom he recited his doings and stayed
there in happy comcrsation with him (1L 70).
This version varies considerably from the hitherto
Lnown versions of the hfe of this great Teacher.
From the lourth canto onwards this Kavya begins to
treat of the Ines of the successors of Sd Sankara-
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charya m the Sringert Mutt and disposes of exght of
them m the first thirteen slokas of the fourth canto
Then commences the hfe of Vidyatritha  From the
twenty first sloka the author begins to sketch the Yife
of the famous Vidyaranya who 1s stated herem to
be entirely different from the two brothers Sayana
and Madhava, the former of whom was then
the mumster of the kmg of Viyayanagar When
these two brothers first meet Vidyaranya they pray
for 1ssues to be born to them but by his ommsctence
‘Vidyaranya says that they were not destined to have
any children  Then they entreat him to devise
some means of salvation for them from the sm of
childlessness and he, out of compassion, tssues all
his works on Vedas and Sastras 1 the name of
these two brothers  Hence 1t 15 these works are
known as Sayanceya and Madhaveeya (V—44)
Sage Vidyaranya then proceeds to found the capital
aty of Vyayanagar and instals theren  Harihara as
the Emperor and all thisis descnbed in detal 1n
Cento VI Having fumly established the throne
of Vnyayanagar under Kig Hanhara and after
enjoinng hum to fook after has Gury Vidyatutha
at Srningens, sage Vidyaranya goes out agam on
Tirtha Yatra and stays at the sacred Kast The
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Lambika-Yoga-Samadhi of Vidyatirtha is described
in the la% @anzas of the sixth Canto and the building
of the wonderful temple over the Samadhi of
Vidyatirtha otherwise known as Vidyasankara
by the renowned architect Jallana under the diree-
tion of Sage Bharati Krishna Tirtha and with the
monetary help of King Bukka, the successor of
King Harthara in the throne of Vijayanagar is
detailed in Canto VII. On the completion of the con-
struction and consecration of the temple of Vidya-
sankara news was sent to King Bukka and Sage
Vidyaranya who then stayed at Benares. As soon
as he heard the news Vidyaranya came over to
Sringeri accompanied by King Bulha. After wor-
shipping Vidyasankara and taking leave of thetwo
sages, Bharati Krishna Tirtha and Vidyaranya, King
Bulla returns to his capital and soon after Bharati
Krishna Tirtha departs from this world Ieaving
everything in the charge of Vidyaranya (VI-—49).
When he hears the news of the departure from this
world of the Sage Bharati Krishna Tirtha, King
Bulla also leaves off his mortal coil and here ends
the seventh Canto with which this first part closes.
Thus it will be observed that this worl contains
several interesting episodes in the lies of S
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Sankaracharya and Sni Vidyaranya and we leave
It to our readers to judge of the listaricity of the
statements contamed heren  This work 15 sad 1o
have been wniten by one Kasi Lakshmana Sastry
whe was a Pandit 1 the court of Sri Sacchidananda
Bharat Swam, the fourth predecessor of the present
occupant of the Stingen Peetha  As the book has
been long 1 the Press owing o vanious causes, the
proofs have gone through different hands and thus
several mustakes have crept i, which we hope o
rechly i the second edition  The second part also
will be 1ssued at an early date  Qur thanks are due
to Brahmasn, Vidvatsirobhushana, Vidya Visarada
K Ramasastngal, Dharmadhkan of Mysore State

for huis mvaluable help 1n the matter of bringmg out
this rare work

J K HBalasubrahmanya Aiyar

%
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